BRIAN PETERS

Songs of Trial and Triumph
Brief description
The ‘Child Ballads’ are the crown jewels of British traditional song.  Top ballad singer and multi-instrumentalist Brian Peters performs some of the greatest, from the magical and the comical to pure Grand Guignol.

More detailed description

A demon dashes a ship to pieces.... a young woman outwits the serial killer posing as her suitor.... a fair maid is transformed by a curse into a fire-breathing monster....  Welcome to the world of the Child Ballads, centuries-old epic songs of murder and magic, love and lust, trickery, tomfoolery and The Devil himself.  Collected by F. J. Child in the 19th century, the ballads are the crown jewels of all British traditional songs, and they demand a lot from performers.  Brian Peters is one of the best around.  He’s a great singer and a multi-instrumental accompanist, uniquely able to present a programme of ballads that’s full of drama, variety and humour.  He’s also an expert on the history of balladry, and will bring you up to speed on the singers and collectors who passed the ballads down to us.  Not to be missed!
“Brian Peters plunges deep into the ancient songs, finds their power, mystery, evil, drollery and courage, and brings them to us fresh” 
Cornell Folksong Society, USA
“Brian Peters entranced the audience with a programme that included several of the ballads. His performance brought home every nuance of the stories, whether Grand Guignol or cheeky humour. The audience 'got it' because he 'gave it' to them via his passionate and totally engaged delivery”

The Living Tradition

